
WANNABEE HOBBY BEEKEEPERS 

MEETING MINUTES:  FEBRUARY 2015 
 

President Bob Asheim called the meeting to order at the Canyon Lake Senior Citizens Center on 

11 February 2015, at 6:00 PM.  Approximately 50 members were in attendance. 

 

TREASURER 

Kia Smith reminded members to continue getting their annual dues to her ($10 per family for the 

calendar year). 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Rapid City Ordinance Committee   

Jerry Owens talked to the City Council, and was told they are too busy to deal with an ordinance 

at this time, so things continue status quo. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

 Swarm Program Procedure Committee  

1. Some members expressed interest in getting their names on a list to receive captured 

swarms. Bob said to give their names to the Secretary, or to him, and the Club will keep a 

running list.  Members should indicate if they are also available to help capture swarms. 

2. Jerry Owens reminded people that when a call comes in about a swarm, the Capture 

Team must respond right away; the person hoping to receive a swarm must be available, 

have a hive, and be ready to receive the bees RIGHT AWAY.  If the person at the top of 

the list is not available, they will go down the list.   

3. Jerry and Bill will present a program on capturing swarms at our April meeting, and the 

process will be made more clear to members. 

 

 Bob announced beekeeping training and education opportunities that start soon: 

 

1. The University of Montana has an ‘Apprentice Beekeeper’ online program that starts 

February 28th, 2015.   

2. Wyoming Bee College has a training in Cheyenne on March 21-22. 

 

Members who have attended these in the past say they are very worthwhile.  SEE OUR 

WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION at https://bhbeekeeper.wordpress.com 

 

 On the sign-in sheet that was passed around, Bob asked members to indicate if they have lost 

colonies yet this winter, what month they were lost, and also if they have checked for mites, 

and whether mites were present. Bob will use this data to compile information and graph the 

populations of the colonies for the Club. This will give us complete information about the 

health of our bee colonies, more accurate predictions of our bee populations, and clearer 

indication of level of mite problems. 

 

https://bhbeekeeper.wordpress.com/


 Bob reminded members that right now, our colonies are probably at their lowest level for 

numbers, and are on the verge of beginning to build.  Next month he will present a program 

on the Buildup Phase, swarm control, and how to expand the brood nest. 

  

PROGRAMS  

 

Tonight’s program featured two demonstrations. The first one was on Beeswax Candle Making: 

From Cappings to Candles by Tina Mullaly.   

 

1. Tina shows Bee Club member Nevaeh Smith how she starts with 1 cup of water to about 

2 pounds of the drained cappings.  

 

 

 

2.  She stirs the mixture together in a crock pot set on high heat, until the honey and water are 

completely melted and have separated from the wax. 

 

3.  Tina then pours the hot mixture through another plastic bucket with holes punched in the 

bottom as a sieve (or a paint strainer will also work) held over another plastic bucket to catch the 

liquid.  DO NOT POUR THE WAX WATER DOWN THE DRAIN, as it will really clog them! 

She saves this nutrient-rich wax water to pour on bulbs and flowerbeds.   

 

4. Return the dried cappings to the crock pot, and repeat 3 or 4 times, until the wax resembles 

large bread crumbs  

 

Note – first picture relates to item #1 above – drained cappings; second picture relates to #4 

above. 

 

     
 



5. Tina now melts the dried cappings in a percolator or pan. When melted, she pours the hot wax 

through a paper towel or cheesecloth to remove debris and bee parts. She then pours the clean 

wax into a recycled juice container with the top cut off, to store until she is ready to make 

candles. This makes a nice solid chunk of hard wax that can be stored almost indefinitely.   

 

 
 

When ready to make candles, she uses a hammer and chisel to break off the amount of wax she 

wants to use. 

 

FOR CANDLE-MAKING: 
Tina uses the following equipment and process: 

 

      
 

--Old percolator coffee pot to melt the beeswax (can buy at a second hand store). The spout is 

very handy for pouring the hot wax into the molds. 

 

--Purchased silicone molds in various sizes and/or you can use almost anything for the candle 

molds--tin cans, glass jars, etc. 

 



--PAM or other spray cooking oil, to coat the inside of the mold or container 

 

--Purchased 100% cotton wicks (beeswax doesn’t do well with synthetic wicks).  Wicks come in 

5 sizes--which to use depends on the size of the candle being made, so she keeps a variety on 

hand. 

 

--Bobby pins (hook wick to bobby pins on bottom of candle to hold in center). Tina has tried 

those little silver things that are meant to hold the wick at the bottom, but she finds them difficult 

to use.  

 

--Tina pours the melted wax to the side of the mold, filling about 1/3 of the space at a time, 

letting it cool, and then adding more wax in layers until it is full. 

 

--Use only pure beeswax--it will not mix well with paraffin or other wax.   

 

--BE VERY CAUTIOUS WHEN USING HOT WAX, including wearing closed-toe shoes. 

 

--Tina embellishes her candles by carving designs, and highlighting areas with touches of gold 

paint and glitter. 

 

--Tina recommends using one of those large plastic bins with a cover to store ALL your candle-

making equipment in one place.   

  



How to Harvest Comb Honey 
The second demonstration was on how to harvest honey in the comb, by Bob Tolman.  Bob 

brought samples of natural beeswax foundations and showed how to secure them in the frames.  

 

   
 

However, for harvesting honey-in-the-comb, you do not want to use the beeswax foundations 

that are reinforced with wires, or you will run into the problem shown below when you attempt 

to use a comb-cutter to cut the squares of comb honey.   

 

 

To avoid this very confusion, Bob suggests setting up a whole super with the wireless 

foundations, and marking it on the outside of the hive, so you know which frames to harvest for 

making comb honey. 

 

At the end of his demonstration,  members were treated to beekeeper’s heaven:  succulent bites 

of comb honey! 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10. 

 

Minutes Submitted by Jan Snedigar, Secretary. 

 


