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                                Wannabee Hobby Beekeepers    
      www.wannabeeclub.org       
 

Meeting Minutes – November 9, 2011 
 

The regular meeting of the Wannabee Hobby Beekeepers was called to order at 6:00 p.m. on 
November 9, 2011 at the Canyon Lake Senior Center by Lee Alley with over 30 people in attendance. 

The social time was between 5:30 and 6:00 – we welcomed 2 new members and several visitors.  
James Ann Barlean brought Honey Orange Ginger Bread with Honey Orange Ginger Glaze and a 
spiced honey spread that was fantastic.  These treats are baked by her mother, Vicki Barlean who 
owns Cakes and More.  Visit her website at http://www.vickiscakesandmore.com/ 

Club Business 

December Meeting:  For the December meeting, we will have a potluck with Jerry Owens 
organizing what people will bring.  There is a page on the website that you may either add your own 
comments on what you plan to bring or let Jerry (or me) know and we’ll update the list.  It’s a sub-
menu under Classes/Events – Potluck List 

Each person that extracted honey using Jerry’s equipment gave him a pint of honey.  For the 
December meeting, he is going to bring in that honey, labeled as to where it was from, and a honey 
judging form and teach us how to judge honey.  You can bring your own honey for this competition 
as well. 

New Officers:  We will also have an election of the new 2012 officers during the December 
meeting.  We are taking nominations so if you would like to run for any of the officer positions, 
please let us know (either Lee or me).  So far we have the following candidates who have accepted 
the nomination: 

 Bill Clements – President 

 Jay Erickson – President 

 Tom Allen – Vice President 

 Dani Johnson – Treasurer 

 James Ann Barlean – Secretary & WebMaster 

We also have a new Club Librarian and Assistant Librarian.  Emma Jane Fennell will be the 
Librarian and Joan Clements will be the assistant Librarian.  Everyone thought it would be a good 
idea to have a depository for books, magazines, DVD’s and the like that they own (or donate) and 
that other club members could check out for their own use.  Thanks Emma and Joan for 
volunteering to organize this. 

Club Dues  - The club voted to keep the 2012 dues the same as 2011; the dues are $10.00 per 
household per year.  They will not be prorated – it’s $10.00 whether you pay in January or October.   

  

http://www.wannabeeclub.org/
http://www.vickiscakesandmore.com/
http://bhbeekeeper.wordpress.com/events/751-2/
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Old Business Updates 
 

 Status on the ‘School of Beekeeping’ seminar slated for January 21 and January 28  (Lee) 

 Lee had not had anyone sign up to help with this school and he was prepared to cancel it; 
however, during the meeting several people signed up to work on this project. 

 

 Status of getting youth involved with bee keeping (Joan Clements – 4H update, Others?) 

 Joan talked with her neighbor who is the President of the Sturgis 4-H Club.  Recently the  
4-H Club budget has been cut so Joan will talk to her later to determine what they need and 
what the club can provide.   

 Do we have any volunteers for members to contact the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts about 
potential beekeeping projects? 
 

 Update on the seminar in Washington. (Jerry Owens) 

 Jerry was invited to Washington by the Department of Indian Affairs with representatives 
from 9 different states.  The focal point of the meeting was to device something for 
incarcerated young Native Americans to learn about bees and beekeeping including 
building bee hives.  When they are released and return to the reservations, they will have 
beekeeping skills that they can take pride in and have a trade that they can apply. 

 Jerry said he was honored that they invited him and the audience was very enthusiastic. 

 The Rosebud Indian Reservation has already requested Jerry give a class on building hives 
and they will acquire the bees in the spring. 
 

 Status of Black Hills Honey Bee Festival proposal for September, 2012 (Lee) 

 Not discussed 
 

 Status on map that shows member hive locations (Lee) 

 Tabled – Lee will work on this on his own when he is no longer the President of the Club 
 

 Name-tag tent cards at meetings (Lee) 

 Lee brought the name-tag tent cards to this meeting 
 

 Discuss/Vote on whether club should purchase business cards as outlined in August minutes – 
sample below. 

 The club voted to order the business cards.  Linda will order 1,000 cards and work with 
Nicole on payment from the club 
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November Meeting 

Lee showed a 15 minute video on Overwintering Hives from the ‘Honey Bees and Beekeeping: A Year 
in the Life of an Apiary’ DVDs the club purchased earlier this year.  
 
New Social Event: Lee started a new social event that included a show-and-tell table where 
members could bring in books, magazines, DVDs, printed web site home pages, and anything else 
related to beekeeping.  Members were invited to share information about the items they brought in 
and barter their item, if desired.  The table was full of interesting books, articles, design plans for 
various items, and more.  There was a tremendous turnout of items for this event with just a few of 
the items listed below. 

Unfortunately, someone accidently picked up Florence Thompson’s Natural Beekeeping book, 
likely thinking it was one of the hand-out items.  If you have her book (her names in the front), 
please give her a call at 393-2404 or email her at flossiek@qwestoffice.net 

A few people gave a plug for the items they brought in: 

 Lee once again put in a plug for the Bee Culture magazine with numerous ‘seconds’ from other 
members – order it from www.beeculture.com 

 Tom brought in 2 items – The Backyard Beekeeper and Mother Earth News – Grit’s Guide to 
Backyard Bees and Honey 

 James Ann brought in the following items: 
o a manual she downloaded on DIY Beehive Construction from www.diybeehive.com   It comes 

with the download book, 3 DVD training videos, frame plans, hive diagrams, and more for 
$28.00 

o The Bible of Bee Venom Therapy 
o The Basic Beekeeping DVD which is very basic but good information for beginners from 

www.beehelp.com   It is about $21.00 with shipping. 

 One of our members (sorry – didn’t get the name) reminded everyone that if you have a Rapid 
City Public Library card, you can request the library purchase any DVD’s and books that they do 
not currently own.   

 
November Meeting  

mailto:flossiek@qwestoffice.net
http://www.beeculture.com/
http://www.motherearthnews.com/shopping/detail.aspx?itemnumber=5469
http://www.motherearthnews.com/shopping/detail.aspx?itemnumber=5469
http://www.diybeehive.com/
http://www.beehelp.com/
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Show & Tell 

Homemade Candy Board 

Shelby brought in his home-made, home-designed 
candy board.  He built it to fit on top of his hive and it 
has slats across the bottom.  The idea is he can cover 
the bottom with wax paper, pour the hot candy 
mixture into the board allowing it to form to the 
board and after it sets up, invert the candy and 
remove the wax paper – then put the hardened candy 
back into the board. He can then simply install the 
candy board on top of the hive and the bees will be 
able to access the candy through the slats.   

This will also work for feeding pollen patties to his 
bees.  His design allows for a breathable candy board 
feeder that allows for proper ventilation and feeds the 
bees at the same time. 

Jerry said that the ‘Bees for Dummies’ book has a 
good recipe for making candy. 

 

Homemade Warre Hive 

Florence Thompson brought in one of her 
homemade Warre hives and explained the 
components that make up the hive.  She 
downloaded the plans from the internet and with 
her neighbors help they built 4 complete hives 
(stacked 4-boxes high each) for less than $100.   

The floor (bottom board) has a small hive entrance 
in the center that Florence can easily block against 
intrusion from mice.  The hive boxes are small 
square boxes where the bees reside – similar to a 
tree trunk.  Florence had help cutting the rebates 
in the top of each box that hold the top bars.  She 
also added wooden handles to the outside of the 
box for easy lifting/carrying.   

Next came the quilt box which is shallower than the hive boxes and the bottom has mesh stretched 
across; then the box is filled with cedar chips.  The cedar smell is again more like what the bees 
would be used to in the wild and the chips also provide insulation from both the cold and heat.  
Finally on top is a pitched roof cover with Florences’ own brand – branded into the front.  She sets 
her hives on 2 concrete blocks.   

Bees build their comb from the top down and this year they filled the top box and started into the 2nd 
box.  When she removed the top box, it weighed 30 pounds!  
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Simple Homemade Solar Wax Melter 

 

Bill Clements previously brought in a homemade solar 
wax melter (see it on the website under 
‘Classes/Events’).  This time he brought in a much 
smaller version of a wax melter.   

Using the same metal paint roller pan, he built 2 frames 
that fit over the pan.  He stretched screen over the top 
frame and paint strainer cloth (purchased at Lowes) over 
the 2nd frame.  The wax is placed on the top screen and 
as it melts, it runs through the paint strainer cloth for 
fine filtering.  The paint pan can be placed in a 
Styrofoam cooler or other box – cover the top with clear 
plastic and set in the sun.   

 

 

Cool training material / pictures from the 60’s 

 

John McDowell brought in (and donated!!) some very, 
very cool bee pictures that were a Honey Bees Teachers 
Guide, prepared by Jack Phillips from 1963 – produced 
by McGraw-Hill Films in collaboration with the 
California Academy of Sciences.   

The glossy pictures are about 13” x 18” and show 
stunning pictures of bees, queens, etc with an 
explanation on the back of what you are looking at.  They 
would be excellent training material.   

The picture shows John looking at the back of the box 
that the pictures came in. 
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Membership Roster 

Lee is in charge of the club membership roster.  If you have changes that you want made to the roster 
or if you want your email address changed, added or removed, please send these requests to Lee. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

 
 
Club Officer Contact Information 

 President:            Lee Alley             (605)863-0806  lee@leealleyrealestate.com 

 Vice President:   Jay Erickson        (605)484-7470    jerickson@rap.midco.net 

 Treasurer:           Nicole Preble       (605)484-3669    bluenotes88@rap.midco.net 

 Secretary:           Linda Anderson  (605)390-2141    landerson@rapidnet.com 

 Web Site:  www.wannabeeclub.org 

Minutes submitted by: Linda Anderson 

 
Disclaimer:  If I have misquoted you, misnamed you, didn’t quote you, didn’t name you, or 
otherwise made mistakes in these meeting minutes, I apologize. Please feel free to send me the 
corrections and I will correct/publish them in the meeting minutes on the web site.  Send to 
landerson@rapidnet.com 

mailto:lee@leealleyrealestate.com
mailto:jerickson@rap.midco.net
mailto:bluenotes88@rap.midco.net
mailto:landerson@rapidnet.com
http://www.wannabeeclub.org/
mailto:landerson@rapidnet.com

