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                                Wannabee Hobby Beekeepers    
      www.wannabeeclub.org       
 

Meeting Minutes – October 12, 2011 
 

The regular meeting of the Wannabee Hobby Beekeepers was called to order at 6:00 p.m. on October 
12, 2011 at the Canyon Lake Senior Center by Lee Alley.   

The social time was between 5:30 and 6:00.  Attendance was almost 30 people (including one cute 
little baby – our youngest attendee yet).   

Club Business 

Our club did not have a set of bylaws indicating the term of office for officers.  Per discussion, it was 
decided the officers’ term of office would be one year starting in January and ending in December.  
At our next (November 9) meeting, we will be taking nominations for new club officers.  The election 
will be held during the December meeting and the newly elected officers will officially start January 
2012.  See the attached ‘Election of Officers and Terms of Office’ verbiage which has been added to 
the ‘Club Policies and Dues’ section under Contact Us on the website (here). 
 
Treasurers Report:  Monies from refund checks not claimed by the December meeting will revert 
back to the club. 
 
Old Business 
Once again, our meeting ran too long to address old business so a short summary of old business is 
listed below as a reminder for our next meeting. 
 

 Status on the ‘School of Beekeeping’ seminar slated for January 21 and January 28  (Lee) 

 Status of getting youth involved with bee keeping (Joan Clements – 4H update, Others?) 

 Update on the seminar in Washington. (Jerry Owens) 

 Status of Black Hills Honey Bee Festival proposal for September, 2012 (Lee) 

 Status on map that shows member hive locations (Lee) 

 Name-tag tent cards at meetings (Lee) 

 Discuss/Vote on whether club should purchase business cards as outlined in August minutes – 
sample below. 
 

 
 

http://www.wannabeeclub.org/
http://bhbeekeeper.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/wannabeeclubpolicies.pdf
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November Meeting 

For the November 9th meeting, Lee will bring the set of ‘Honey Bees and Beekeeping: A Year in the 
Life of an Apiary’ DVDs.  We will choose a topic (such as Overwintering Hives) to watch in lieu of the 
social time; the DVD will be played from 5:30 to 6:00.  See previous meeting minutes (August) for 
the list of DVD topics. 
 
Note that you can also watch these video’s on line at the South Dakota State University web site.  As 
Lee stated, these are old videos so use common sense when they discuss treating diseases, etc. as 
much as changed since these videos were produced. 
http://www.extension.org/pages/30250/honey-bees-and-beekeeping:-rounding-out-the-year 

 

General Discussion 

Tom Allen is hoping his bees make it through the winter and he is interested in purchasing 
some frames full of capped honey so he can attempt to keep his bees alive. If you have 
some frames you’d like to sell, contact Tom. 

 Free Hive Inspection 
Our October guest speaker, John Stolle, will provide hive inspections for interested beekeepers.  
John will give you a general update on the health of your colony and other suggestions for 
keeping your bees healthy.  You can call him (605.490.1447) to schedule a spring inspection of 
your registered hive(s). 

See Seminars and Education below for more information about John. 

 Ants:  Joan and Bill Clements sprinkle Cinnamon around their hives to deter ants. 
 

 Overwintering Tips:  Lee covers the three sides and top of his hives with 2” Styrofoam (that he 
allows to air out for several weeks).  Others put straw (or hay) bales around 3 sides of their hives 
as well as covering the top to keep it warm (be sure to use a mouse guard on your hive entrance).  
Some use tarpaper.  The most important issue is keeping condensation low by having good 
ventilation and keeping the bees dry.  Per August meeting, Jerry suggested preparing your hives 
for winter in November.   

 

 Feeding During Winter – Jay Erickson mentioned Drivert Sugar as a source of food in the 
winter.  What I found in searching was that Drivert Sugar (also called Bakers Sugar) has a texture 
somewhere between powdered sugar and fine table sugar but is much softer to the touch than 
table sugar and has NO CORN STARCH (do not feed anything with starch to the bees).  It should 
NOT be substituted for sugar syrup but is a fine source of dry feed for the winter months.  One 
method of feeding (as recommended by Lee and also in 2nd link below) is to put newspaper on 
top of the frames in the hive and sprinkle the sugar on top of the newspapers. 

 
o http://www.bee-outside.com/drivertsugar.aspx 
o http://www.bushfarms.com/beesfeeding.htm 

You can also feed loose, granulated sugar in the same manner. 

http://www.extension.org/pages/30250/honey-bees-and-beekeeping:-rounding-out-the-year
http://www.bee-outside.com/drivertsugar.aspx
http://www.bushfarms.com/beesfeeding.htm
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George asked about feeding with a candy board which is basically a 1x3” box with a lid that has 
candy poured into it.  John Stolle has heard of this before and thought it worked but he has never 
used it personally.  One concern would be if the hive has too much moisture condensation it may 
be a problem for the candy board.   

Note that John Stolle mentioned that bees don’t starve to death in the winter months usually – it 
is typically early spring when they starve and by then, you should be able to feed sugar syrup 
without worry of it freezing. 

 Good DVDs – Jim Green recommends ‘Vanishing of the Bees’ which can be ordered from 
Netflix either via Streaming or DVD.  It’s an 87 minute documentary detailing the economic, 
political and ecological consequences of CCD.   
 
The Elks Theater is going to have a one night showing of this documentary on 
November 16 (a Wednesday night – either 6:30 or 7:00 pm – time will be updated 
on the website when I get more info). 
 
Lee mentioned that the animated comedy – the BEE Movie is also a great movie to watch with 
children to help explain honey bees.   
 

 Good Reads – Beekeeper’s Lament: How One Man and Half a Billion Honey Bees Help Feed 
America as recommended by member Emma Fennel. 

 
George had recommended Bee Culture magazine earlier in the year and Lee brought a copy to 
this meeting – highly recommending it as well.  

 
Remember that movie and book recommendations by members can be found under ‘Books and 
Other Cool Stuff’ on the website. 

 

Jay, brought in the cutest 1 lb honey jar that he purchased from Blue Sky 
Bee Supply.    

http://www.blueskybeesupply.com/12_ct_of_one_pound_muth_jar.html 

   

 

Seminars and Education – Guest Speaker John Stolle 

Background:  John Stolle from Vale (605.490.1447), part owner of Sturgis Honey Co, was our 
guest speaker replacing Rob Reiners as he was called away on official business.  John became a 
beekeeper 20 years ago and started with 2 colonies.  He now has between 600 and 800 colonies 
depending on the year.  He originally moved to Vale to work a Colorado beekeepers’ bees.  He 
quickly found out that the Vale bees, in at least a dozen different locations, had not been handled for 
at least 3 or 4 years and they were very wild bees not familiar with being worked, even with smoke 
(some would even fly into the smoker).  He later purchased the colonies from the Colorado 
beekeeper and had to start from the ground up, purchasing equipment and working with land 
owners where his bees were located.  John uses 8 frame equipment as that was the standard when he 
began his operation.  

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dmovies-tv&field-keywords=The+Bee+Movie
http://www.amazon.com/Beekeepers-Lament-Billion-Honey-America/dp/006187325X
http://bhbeekeeper.wordpress.com/2011/06/09/books-and-other-cool-stuff/
http://bhbeekeeper.wordpress.com/2011/06/09/books-and-other-cool-stuff/
http://www.blueskybeesupply.com/12_ct_of_one_pound_muth_jar.html
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Article on John:  RC Journal, CCD Study and video Breaking down in Salt Lake (kind of a fun story 
about when he broke down in Salt Lake with a load full of bees),  

Free Inspections:  About 8 years ago, Rob Reiners (state apiarist) contacted John to help the state 
do hive inspections and he is more than willing to inspect your hive on request.  South Dakota is one 
of the few states who offer hive inspections for free.  The inspection involves taking a sample of bees 
and/or material from the hive and (if suspect) submitting it to the state health laboratory for testing.  
This includes collecting about 100 bees (older worker bees).  A test for varroa or tracheal mites 
involves an alcohol wash, ether roll or powdered sugar shake during the non-brood cycle.  They also 
look for bacterial diseases such as chalk brood, sac brood, foul brood; and fungal diseases such as   
Nosema apis.  There is a new strain of Nosema that has beekeepers concerned – Nosema caranae.  
This particular disease is generally without symptoms – the older bees just disappear.  See this 
article from Scientific Beekeeping. 

They also look at what treatments you use for your hives (not so much for the hobbyist but definitely 
for commercial operations).  Wax is a sponge and can easily be contaminated based on what 
treatments/feeds you use so the softer you treat, the better.   

One of the members was concerned about cross-contamination when having hives inspected – John 
said they sanitize the hive tools (heat it up in the smoker and then clean with alcohol) between 
opening hives but they do not sanitize clothing but the chance of transporting diseases on clothing 
should be minimal.   

During the inspection, John will give you a general update on the health of your colony and other 
suggestions for keeping your bees healthy.  You can call him (605.490.1447) to schedule a spring 
inspection of your registered hive(s). 

Be sure to register your bees with the state so they are aware of the location of your 
colonies.  This is an annual registration. 

Bee Diseases:  John and his father move their bees to California every winter for Almond 
pollination.  They try to bring them back by May 1 but the last couple of years it’s been too cold to 
bring them back that soon.  John tends his colonies in California and does his splits and combining 
while the bees are located there.  That is where he first encountered Varroa mites; he had created 50 
new colonies that became infested with the Varroa mite and he lost all but 4 of those colonies.  In 
2003, semi-loads of bees were gassed to death due to Varroa mite infestations but that is not done 
anymore.   

A fellow beekeeper in California had 3,000 colonies and lost 80% of those to Colony Collapse 
Disorder (CCD).  They found that only the queen and about 40 of her attendants were left with each 
hive.  Someone asked if those hives could be reused and John said that CCD is not believed to be 
bacterial or viral so they do reuse the hives and have not had problems – but many experts 
recommend not reusing these hives/frames.   

CCD is devastating commercial beekeepers around the world and John said they’ve contacted Bayer 
and Monsanto to no avail.  It’s his (and other commercial beekeepers) opinion that it is not cell 
phones or bacterial disease causing CCD but genetically altered crops.  He mentioned neonicotinoids 
as a serious threat to bees.  He also mentioned that the poisons show up in crops for a couple of 
years after they were last treated. 

“Pesticides and insecticides affect the bees’ immune system. Neonicotinoids are a widely-used 
group of pesticides used on food crops – made of synthetic nicotine bonded with cyanide.  This 
new material came on the market in 1995 and in 2005 when the patent expired, many 

http://rapidcityjournal.com/news/article_db912ee2-769d-11df-a715-001cc4c002e0.html
http://www.ksl.com/?nid=148&sid=6505400
http://scientificbeekeeping.com/nosema-ceranae-kiss-of-death-or-much-ado-about-nothing/
http://www.sdda.sd.gov/Ag_Services/forms/apiary%20application.pdf
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companies around the globe released their version of the same chemical.  Since then, bees and 
other insects have been paying the price for this new class of poison.  These systemic pesticides 
spread throughout the whole plant (pollen, nectar, leaf, etc) so there is no escape for the honey 
bees or other native bee species.  The EPA identified 2 specific neonicotinoids: imidacloprid and 
clothianidin, as highly toxic to bees.  Bayer is the primary producer of both pesticides.  See 
more details at these links:  http://www.beecharmers.org/ and 
http://www.motherearthnews.com/Nature-Community/Colony-Collapse-Pesticides-Bees.aspx 

John suggested talking to your neighbors, county, and/or city to determine when and what they plan 
to spray and informing them that you have bees in the area.  He also said you could take a map 
showing the location of your bees to the various spray companies and ask them to either not spray in 
your area or inform you when they plan to spray. 

Note:  Lyla brought up a concern about her property being sprayed this year and how to stop 
it.  Rob Campos – also a member from Custer – had researched this and found that they had 
attempted to spray an organic fungicide and it did not work so they would not be doing it 
again next year. 

Another disease -- American Foul Brood is so devastating that the entire colony is burned, bees, 
frames, hives and all. 

See the South Dakota State University links below for a description of both (and also on the 
website under ‘Bee Diseases’): 

 European Foul Brood 

 Links to video on European and American Foul Brood 

European Foul Brood does not create spores so isn’t as dangerous and contagious as American 
Foul Brood.  Bees can typically take care of European Foul Brood themselves.  American Foul 
Brood, on the other hand, is extremely contagious and devastating and requires burning the 
hive. 

 

Canola Honey:  If your bees are placed near Canola (or Rapeseed) fields, your bees will love it as it 
offers both nectar and pollen in early spring.  Huge acreages are planted in Canada, North Dakota 
and Minnesota.  But John said you need to pull and harvest the honey as soon as the combs of canola 
honey are capped (within 24 hours preferably) as it crystallizes very fast and is impossible to extract 
if you wait.  Another problem with canola honey is that 85-90% of the North American crop is 
genetically modified to resist herbicides. 

Texas Bees: Due to the drought and fires in Texas, beekeepers feared for their bees.  John and his 
father hosted a semi-load of bees from Texas (about 400 colonies) and said they were mean bees – 
fairly certain that some of them may have been Africanized.  They also didn’t particularly care for our 
climate as on an 800 day, no wind, and beautiful alfalfa field in full bloom – the bees remained 
clustered in their hives. 

Inbred Queens: Johns father voiced concern over the quality of queen bees.  This year they 
purchased 280 queens (at $26.00 each) and over 1/3 of them died.  He is concerned that there is to0 
much inbreeding taking place, lowering the quality of the queens. 

http://www.beecharmers.org/
http://www.motherearthnews.com/Nature-Community/Colony-Collapse-Pesticides-Bees.aspx
http://www.extension.org/pages/23693/european-foulbrood:-a-bacterial-disease-affecting-honey-bee-broodhttp:/www.extension.org/pages/23693/european-foulbrood:-a-bacterial-disease-affecting-honey-bee-brood
http://www.extension.org/pages/25099/university-of-florida-bee-disease-videos
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Feeding Bees:  John and his father both emphasized that you should feed, feed, feed your bees 
when they cannot find food sources naturally.  It is well worth the time and money to keep your 
colony healthy.  In California, they can purchase a blend of high fructose corn syrup but that is not 
available in South Dakota.  Instead, he contacted Coca Cola and can purchase BULK tubs of syrup 
from them.  He recommended that if our club wanted to do this, we should get together so a group 
can purchase a tub (contact either Byron in Q.A. or Becky at Coca Cola).  Another member voiced 
concern over feeding corn syrup to bees and that is a concern among some in the beekeeping 
community.  For hobby beekeepers, mixing the sugar syrup works well but in large commercial 
operations, they need the ability to purchase and feed bulk quantities so the high fructose corn syrup 
works well for them. 

South Dakota State Bee Meeting:  The initial plan is that the 2013 bee meeting will be in 
Deadwood.  John is working to get the price of admission reduced for hobby beekeepers and he’s 
also working to get the state to notify registered bee keepers of when/where the meeting will be held. 

 

Master Beekeeper Program - Nebraska 

Lee has been working with the University of Nebraska on their Master Beekeepers Program.  Here is 
their tentative 2012 schedule as sent by Jeri Cunningham: 

2012 Beginning Beekeeping Workshop:  Feb. 18. 2012 at the Kimmel Research & Extension Center, 
Nebraska City, NE from 9 AM to 5 PM -- $35.00 per person. 
 
Program will include sessions on: Getting started, Beekeeping equipment, Starting package bees, 
Pollen and Nectar Sources, Managing bees for honey production, Bee Diseases and pests, Honey and 
beeswax processing 
 
There will also be one beginning beekeeping workshop in Panhandle in Feb. 2012 - working out the 
details.  
 
There will be a master beekeeping workshop late June. More details soon but the cost will be around 
$125 per person and it will be in Mead, NE (3 day seminar). 
 

People who would like to host Colonies 

The following people would like to have colonies placed on their property but do not wish to be 
beekeepers themselves.   

 Rick Brooks / Rapid City (across from Fish Hatchery) (605.716.4211) 

 Mike Mason / Hermosa (605.716.5147) 

 Lonnie Tutsch / New Underwood (605.381-9897) 

These are also listed on the website under Buy/Sale/Trade – click on the comments link: 
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Membership Roster 

Lee is in charge of the club membership roster.  If you have changes that you want made to the roster 
or if you want your email address changed, added or removed, please send these requests to Lee. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Additional verbiage added to Policies Document 

Election of Officers and Terms of Office 

New Officers shall be nominated by paying club members attending the November meeting.  The 
nominations shall be affirmed by a majority vote of the general members.  Four Officers shall be 
nominated:  President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. 
 
Officers will be elected by majority membership vote at the December meeting.  The term of office 
will be one year – from January through December.    
 
If an Officer should resign before his or her term ends or be unable to complete his or her term of 
office, the President, with concurrence of a majority of the paying members, may replace that Officer 
for the remainder of the un-expired term until the next election, at which time a replacement will be 
selected by utilizing the nomination and selection process outlined above. 

If the President resigns before the end of his or her term, the Vice President shall assume the role of 
President, and with concurrence of a majority of the paying members, may replace the Vice 
President for the remainder of the un-expired term until the next election, at which time a 
replacement will be selected by utilizing the nomination and selection process outlined above. 

 

Club Officer Contact Information 

 President:            Lee Alley             (605)863-0806  lee@leealleyrealestate.com 

 Vice President:   Jay Erickson        (605)484-7470    jerickson@rap.midco.net 

 Treasurer:           Nicole Preble       (605)484-3669    bluenotes88@rap.midco.net 

 Secretary:           Linda Anderson  (605)390-2141    landerson@rapidnet.com 

 Web Site:  www.wannabeeclub.org 

Minutes submitted by: Linda Anderson 

 
Disclaimer:  If I have misquoted you, misnamed you, didn’t quote you, didn’t name you, or 
otherwise made mistakes in these meeting minutes, I apologize. Please feel free to send me the 
corrections and I will correct/publish them in the meeting minutes on the web site.  Send to 
landerson@rapidnet.com 

mailto:lee@leealleyrealestate.com
mailto:jerickson@rap.midco.net
mailto:bluenotes88@rap.midco.net
mailto:landerson@rapidnet.com
http://www.wannabeeclub.org/
mailto:landerson@rapidnet.com

